[image: image1.wmf]Welcome to Room 12 Grade 4 and 5 French Immersion !

We are very pleased to be starting another exciting year! Allison Scott and Ruthann Thwaites will be your child's teachers this year.
Mrs. Scott will greet the students at Door 'D' every morning and will teach them their English subjects including Language, Science, Music, Health and Physical Education.  Madelle will be teaching your child in the afternoon.  French subjects include Language, Mathematics, Social Studies and Visual Arts.
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 Here are some recommendations that will help support your child:

 
· Gym Days – For safety reasons students must be dressed appropriately (shorts, sweat pants and running shoes, no jewellery) for gym class.  Students will be changing for gym this year.  Please ensure your child has appropriate gym clothes at school on Days 1, 2, 3 and 5.
· Indoor shoes - which can be used for gym, must be worn at school. If possible, it is best to have a pair of shoes that will remain at school. 
· Good nutrition is essential for learning. Two nutrition periods will be provided for healthy eating. Please send your child to school with nutritious food. Candy, chips, and other snacks that are high in sugar are not the best choice for school snacks. Please remember that Westvale is a nut-free zone in order to accommodate some severe allergies within the school!
· Water Bottles - Research shows that all academic skills are improved with adequate hydration.  Your child is strongly encouraged to bring a water bottle to school.  Plastic or metal sports bottles are preferred.
· Tissues - The school does not supply tissues for students so we would appreciate it if each family would send in a box from home for the class to use.

· Being prepared for school means having materials ready each day (including the planner), arriving on time, following instructions and keeping a positive attitude.
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      Routines
· Calendar and Newsletter - Each month we will send home a calendar and newsletter informing you of special events, trips and units of study.  Please post it in a handy reference spot.  Students will also be writing their own newsletter this year – which will come home with our class calendar beginning in October.  Our classroom also has a website!  At www.arscott.weebly.com you will find information about all the great things going on in Room 12!
· Library - Students will have the opportunity to visit the library independently for book exchange.  Please encourage your child to share his/her library book with you and to use the library regularly.
· Homework –This is an important part of grade 4 and 5. Some homework is necessary for additional practice, work completion and studying for tests. Homework will be assigned in the planner.  Reading and practising multiplication facts are ongoing homework activities.
· Planner – Your child will be provided with a Westvale planner at a small cost.  This is a very useful tool for organizing work. Please check the planner regularly to make sure that assignments are being recorded and completed. The planner is also a great way to communicate.  Please use it if you wish to inform us of anything and we will do the same.  Please initial the planner daily to show you have seen it. You can also call us at the school when needed.
· Take 20 Reading – A reading routine of at least 20 minutes a night can really help students in junior grades. This routine should be fun and interesting, so encourage your child to choose books that he/she likes. Use the 5 finger rule when choosing a book. Read one page and if 5 words cause trouble, it’s probably too hard. The “I read a page- you read a page” method works well for reluctant readers, until they get interested in the book.  Students will be given a folder to keep track of their reading in late September/early October.
· Extra help – We are available many days to provide some additional assistance with homework or class work. Please encourage your child to ask questions and seek help when needed.
· Information Sheets - will be sent home throughout this first week and the rest of the year.  Please sign and return these as soon as possible.

We look forward to seeing you at the Open House on Tuesday, September 13th.

Sincerely, 

R. Thwaites and A. Scott
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