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	First Day of School
By Katie, Emma and Gabriel
     On September 7th, it was the first day of school.  We had a blast because we got some new students.  When we were done moving into the dazzling new classroom, we gazed around with amazement and wide eyes.  After the surprise, we greeted each other with excitement.  Then we went on the boundary walk and saw some of our kindergarten friends.  When we got inside, we organized the inside of our shiny desks.  
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Our Class Pets

By Megan, Arlinda and Brenna
     Spike :  Spike is a great tiger caterpillar that Brenna and Arlinda found in Arlinda’s Grandma’s backyard.  He was our first class pet and he is now in a cocoon.  The difference between a cocoon and a chrysalis is that Spike made his cocoon in the corner instead of on a stick.  Spike also wove his cocoon.  

     Sparky:  Sparky was found by Brenna on her Mom’s chrysanthemum.  She is the same type of caterpillar as Spike.  We think she had just hatched.  We also think she is a female because she has a yellow neck and Spike has an orange neck.  

     Hazel:  Hazel is our third class pet.  Mrs. Scott told us that Hazel is Caleigh’s box turtle.  She is 42 years old. She was in her class for a week.  The class watched her take a bath.  She was cute and we really miss her.               
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Meet the Teacher
By Nicole and Gillian
     On Meet the Teacher night, we visited our class and our parents met the teachers that teach us.  Our parents looked around our classroom and looked at our classmates’ art that we had made.  Our parents got to talk to the teachers and discuss some stuff.  Our parents were very proud of us.  They really enjoyed the classroom!
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Science – The Human Body

By Hanna and Iman
[image: image8.wmf]                      In September, Grade 5 started to learn about the Human Body.  The first day we traced each other’s body on a big brown paper and glued body pieces on the brown paper.  After that we did an activity where we found out what body pieces went in which body system.  It is kind of weird learning about the human body but now we know how everything in our body connects and how it works!
Learning Buddies
By Charlie and Cassidy
     On September 27th, we started our very first day of Learning Buddies.  We are buddies to Room 5 – Mme Hansen’s class.  As soon as they came in, they lined up against the board and waited as Mrs. Scott called their names so they could find out who their Learning Buddies would be for the rest of the year.  We all sat down on the carpet and Mrs. Scott told us that we would be doing a Respect activity.  We read a book, Violet, about a girl who has violet skin.  We all learned how people come in all shapes and sizes and that we should treat everyone how we want to be treated.  Then we had to trace our Learning Buddies’ hands and write a message on the hand about how Respect looks, sounds or feels.  We gave the paper to Mrs. Scott so we could hang them outside of our class on a large sheet called, “Hands of Friendship and Respect”.
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Respect
By Grace, Jessie and Keenan
     For our September goal, we had respect.  To announce our goal, we had an assembly.  In our assembly we watched other classes perform skits.  We also made paper hands.  We cut them out, decorated them and wrote something respectful on them.  Our class each got a puzzle piece and we wrote our name on it and decorated it.  After we were done the puzzle pieces, we all fit them into a puzzle together.  Mrs. Scott called it, “We All Fit Together”, which made a lot of sense.  That’s how our class was respectful in September!
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Paper Bag Me/Summer
By Sarah, David and Armaan
      Paper Bag Me/Summer was amazing!  For the Grade 4s and 5s, we learned a lot about each other.  The Grade 4s had to bring in 3 to 4 things about themselves and the Grade 5s had to bring in something about what they did over the summer!  There were wonderful, astonishing, fun things in those bags.  This was the first time that the Grade 4s did Paper Bag Me and they really enjoyed it so much!  They had fun.  The Paper Bag Me/Summer presentations rocked Room 12. 
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         Toonies for East Africa

By Mark and Jessica
          In September, we held a toonies and loonies campaign for East Africa.  They had a drought and famine, which means they ran out of food and water.  People around the world are trying to help East Africa by sending bags and packages of food, water bottles and money for pumps and wells.  This year, Westvale raised almost $1500.  This campaign went from Monday until Thursday.  We are sure that the money raised will help hundreds!
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Mr. Pfohl
By Evi and Mike
     Hello guardians and parents!  We would like to tell you a bit about our Writing Period!  During some of our writing periods, there was a guest teacher who came in to teach us and his name is Mr. Pfohl.  What he taught us is what writing techniques you can do or strategies to come up with things you can write about.  Mr. Pfohl taught us how to summarize stories.  He read us an article about polar bears that we got to summarize.  The next day Mr. Pfohl showed us a little video of Lego.  He told us to summarize it like the article we read.  It was fun learning with Mr. Pfohl!
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Art

By Natalie, Ephraim and Sasha
[image: image14.wmf]                      In September, we started Art.  First, we patterned our names.  This activity was to help us learn each others’ names.  We had to design with lines and dots.  Then we started our self-portraits.  We had to try and make it look as much as possible the way we looked.  They looked life-like!  Finally, we started our still life pictures.  We moved into groups and chose a gourd and picked some pastels.  They turned out amazingly!
Terry Fox
By Karan, Priscilla and Laura Beth
     Westvale students brought in toonies and ran a mini-marathon on September 28th in honour of Terry Fox.  Terry Fox was a man who tried to run a Marathon of Hope.  He was born on July 28th, 1958 in Winnipeg, Manitoba.  He loved to play sports such as baseball, basketball and soccer.  He moved to BC at the age of nine.  When he was in college, he started to run in races.  Then he got cancer in his leg.  He had to get it amputated so he got a prosthetic leg.  Afterwards, he decided to run the Marathon of Hope.  He started in St. John’s and ended in Thunder Bay.  He travelled 5374 kilometres!  There are statues spread all over Canada of Terry Fox and he is remembered everywhere.
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Teacher’s Note
     Student Speak will be a monthly feature in Room 12.  Student writing in the newsletter in the future, will mainly done on a voluntary basis – we brainstorm topics as a class and students sign up to write articles in their free time.  We are all very excited about the newsletter, and hope you enjoy our writing!  The newsletter will also be available electronically on our website – http://arscott.weebly.com .  
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