
Junior Nonfiction Paragraph Writing
Name:____________________________
	Criteria
	Keep Trying
	So Close
	You’re There
	Wow!

	Ideas & Content (W1.3)

· Select and describe relevant ideas about topic
	· My writing needs to cover more ideas about the topic. I need to include key information that is relevant to the topic.
	· My writing covers some ideas about the topic, but is missing details and explanations to support the main topic. 
	· My writing covers most of the important ideas about the topic.
	· My writing covers the topic thoroughly. I used extensive details and explanations,

	· Uses key words from the text and own words in writing
	· I need to use a combination of key words from the text and my own words.
	· I use key words from the text and sometimes use my own words.
	· I use a combination of key words from the text and my own words.
	· I skillfully use a combination of key words from the text and my own words.

	· Correct Jot Note Form
	· I need to write my researched information in jot note form.
	· I record some of my information into correct jot note form.
	· I record most of my information into correct jot note form.
	· I record all of my information into correct jot note form.

	Organization (W1.5)

· Paragraph Structure:

· Main Idea/Topic Sentence 

· Supporting Sentences

· Concluding Sentence
	· My information needs to be organized into proper paragraph structure. I am missing:

- Main Idea/Topic Sentence 

- Supporting Sentences that give details about the paragraph’s topic

- Concluding Sentence
	· My information is organized into a paragraph that has some structure.

- Main Idea/Topic Sentence 

- Supporting Sentences that give some details about the paragraph’s topic

- Concluding Sentence
	· My information is organized into a paragraph that includes:

- Main Idea/Topic Sentence 

- Supporting Sentences that give details about the paragraph’s topic

- Concluding Sentence 
	· My information is organized into well- developed paragraph that includes:

- Main Idea/Topic Sentence that grabs the reader’s attention

- Many Supporting Sentences that give details about the paragraph’s topic

- Concluding Sentence

	Conventions (W3.5)

· Clarity of Written Ideas
	· My written ideas are often fuzzy and unclear, and are confusing for the reader to understand.
	· My written ideas are usually clear, however the reader may have to infer to understand.
	· My written ideas are focused and clear, and they are easy for the reader to understand.
	· My written ideas are focused, clear and interesting for the reader to read and understand.


Additional Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

