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	Author Visit: Sigmund Brouwer
By Priscilla and Evi
     At the end of November, an author named Sigmund Brouwer came to our school to talk about writing – “rrrr”.  “RRRR” is a way to remember how to write for the Right audience, at the Right time, in the Right place, to press the Right buttons.  Sigmund Brouwer’s method of writing is called, “Rock and Roll Literacy”.  He has written many books including Revenge, Rivals and many more.  As well, Sigmund Brouwer has French translations of many of his books.  We learned a lot from Sigmund Brouwer when he came to our school!
The Epic Last Day of School
By Megan and Cassidy
     “Party!” Michael screamed with happiness.  The class brought plenty of delicious sweets for us to share on the last day before the holidays:  Oreos, icing, candy canes etc.  It was PARADISE!  Not only were there sweets, but there was a Secret Santa and Cassidy and Jessie P. both got each other!   Next, we played games!  Who wouldn’t like this?  In the afternoon, we were feeling great in the computer lab, playing games on NORAD.  NORAD tracks Santa’s sleigh on Christmas Eve.  At the end of the very short day, we cleaned out our desks.  Sadly, we didn’t learn very much that day.
Movie Review:
The Muppet Movie
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     Have you seen the new Muppet movie?  It’s about a Muppet who finds out he must gather ten million dollars to bring back the Muppet studio.  He first finds this out when he overhears some rich man’s plan to tear down the Muppet studios and drill for oil.  Along the way he discovers many challenges, like gathering up the old Muppet crew, getting a channel on TV and more.  Their goal, however, always stays the same – to save the studio.  We highly recommend that you see The Muppet Movie!
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By Charlie, Laura Beth and Jess P.
Knock Knock!

Who’s There?

Ima

Ima who?

Ima author, are you?

     Well, we didn’t know what to say when Kari-Lynn Winters asked us this question when she came to our school on Thursday, January 12th.  This children’s author had come to teach us how to write funny fiction.  These are some ways we learned to write funny stories:  surprise the reader, bump up a number, exaggerate, reader knows more, play on words, tricky picture, irony, out of context information, awkward situations and gross stories.  

     She helped us exaggerate with riddles like this:  

They have some BIG teeth

And sometimes, they get stuck right on your chest and won’t budge!

And once in a while, they even tear at your hair…

ZIPPERS are sooooo horrifying!

We really got you going, huh?

     Kari-Lynn Winters also helped us write a story about someone with zero manners who was at a super-fancy restaurant.  He spat on and ate other people’s food, ran about the restaurant and put his feet on the table!  What a guy!

     Then she read us one of her stories called Jeffrey and the Sloth.  It was a funny story about a boy who didn’t know what to write and a lazy sloth who didn’t want Jeffrey to write.  It was a great book.  Sadly, the author visit was now coming to an end – though Kari-Lynn Winters had one more thing to say…

Knock knock!

Who’s there?

Ima.

Ima who?

Ima author, are you?

YES!  Thanks to you, Ms. Winters, we’re all authors!
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Teacher’s Note

     Congratulations student writers on another great newsletter!  This newsletter covers two months due to the holidays.  Please remember that the newsletter is also available electronically on our website – http://arscott.weebly.com.  
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Secret Santa
By Nicole and Cassidy 
     The last day before the holidays, we had a little goodbye program called “Secret Santa”.  The rules of the program were that all gifts had to be under $10.  We all brought gifts for the person whose name we drew, and we had to write a little clue about who we were.  Everyone got really cool stuff including:  scratch art, chocolate pens, stuffed animals and more.  We had excited eyes as we opened our gifts.  We had a great time receiving our gifts and giving them too!
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Clay and Glass Gallery
By Iman, Arlinda and Hanna
     On Tuesday, January 31st, Rooms 12 and 17 went to the Clay and Glass Gallery.  All Grade 5 students made cartouches with hieroglyphs, while the Grade 4 and 6 students made bowls with faces.  We also got to take a peek at the gallery.  We looked at Ann Roberts and her students’ art work.  We also had to do a little presentation on the sculptures we were assigned to.  They have to put our clay work into the kiln and we will get them back in a few weeks!  We had a good time and hope you like our creations!


	
	Waving Flag Songs
By Natalie and Grace
[image: image12.wmf]      In our class, for one of our assignments in Music, we had to write songs to the tune of “Waving Flag” by K’Naan.  Names of the songs we wrote include:  Penny, Endangered Animals, Grade 4 Soccer Tune, Remix, My Heart's for Hockey, Ruler, Pichi and Story of Life.  We were in groups of two or three and thought of a topic and then rewrote the song about that topic.  This was an amazing experience for us to learn how to write songs.
Goodbye Mrs. Haddock
By Katie, Laura Beth and Arlinda
          Before the holidays, Westvale P.S. had to say goodbye to Mrs. Haddock, our principal.  Everyone was heartbroken that Mrs. Haddock had to go to another school, but we had an extremely great assembly to send her off.  Every class presented a unique way to say goodbye.  Our class sang a song with our reading buddies called, “If I had a Million Wishes”.  We acknowledged how much our school benefited from Mrs. Haddock’s superb leadership skills and we thanked her from the bottom of our hearts.  Mrs. Haddock, we will never forget you!
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Indiana Basketball  
By Armaan, Karan and Michael
     This month’s intramural sport is Basketball.  The teams are: The Suns, The Cavs, The Bulls, The Magic, The Mavs, The Spurs and The Nuggets.  This year, in basketball, there are a.m. and p.m. games.  You may be wondering how Indiana Basketball works.  Well, first there are three players on offence and two on defence.  The offence gets three shots on net, but if the defence gets the ball, a player from the team’s bench comes on and switches places.  During the first game, some kids took time to learn how to play Indiana Basketball.  Taking the time to learn was all worth it!  Indiana Basketball is a lot of fun!
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By Mark, Charlie and Ephraim
     “Chirp, chirp!” 
     “Owww!  It pecked me!”

Room 12s’ grade 4s went on a Laurel Creek bird watching field trip in January.  We started by watching chickadees while another group fed them.  Then we went on a trail.  We saw a Peregrine Falcon!  It dove down from the tree, probably because it saw us from about a mile away.  Through our binoculars, Sean, the expert, saw a little white pattern below the bird’s eye.  That’s cool!  When we regrouped, we cooked hotdogs on a fire.  Ephraim made two – one for him, and one for Sean.  
     “That was great!” Sean said.

Everyone else got to make two hotdogs as well. For a drink, we got hot apple cider or hot chocolate.  We can’t believe we saw 15 birds!
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     “Oh!  There’s another bird!”  

Hello to Mr. Alexander
By Emma, Brenna, Hanna and Arlinda
     In January, we got a new principal.  His name is Mr. Alexander.  He came into all of our classrooms and told us some information about himself – like the fact he has two kids – one 9 and the other 7.  His old school was Keatsway.  Mr. Alexander recently started the Westvale Hockey Club.  He is a good principal and is trying to follow the Westvale Way.  He doesn’t want to change any of our respectful rules.  Welcome to our wonderful Westvale School!
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Katherine Wheatley
By Sasha, Katie and Megan
     In September and October, Katherine Wheatley came to our school to write songs with us about our monthly goals.  At the end of January, we had a concert with to present our songs to our families.  Our song was about kindness and we sang with Room 15.  Katherine Wheatley has been to many schools in Canada and the U.S.A. and has played guitar and sung on many other CDs.  All of the songs were great!  At the concert, Katherine Wheatley did an excellent job playing guitar and singing along with all the students.  Our song featured verses about the Kindergarteners, Mr. Gomez, Don the Crossing Guard and Mrs. Lima and Mrs. Jones.  We had a great time working with Katherine Wheatley.
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Pajama Day
By Sarah, Evi and Iman
     On Friday the 13th (of January) we had PJ Day.  Everybody looked so comfortable in their PJs.  Students were able to bring their stuffed animal and we could wear our most comfortable slippers.  We were also allowed to wear our prettiest housecoat.  Some people decided to wear PJs and some didn’t.  Some of the PJ designs included plaid, animals, action heroes and many more.  Some teachers were wearing PJs too.  Mrs. Scott wore seahorse PJs.  We had a fantastic PJ Day!  
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Movie Review:  Hugo
By Nicole
     Robots?  Write? Writing Robots!  Hugo – the best thriller movie EVER!  Hugo lives in a wall near a clock, trying to find a dream of his Dad. Shortly before his Dad died in a ball of flames.  Wonder how he died?  Watch the movie.  Hugo’s Mom died too.  How will Hugo live?  Will he get pulled into foster care?  Where will he belong?  Hugo was fixing a robot that could save people’s lives!  He also steals food, and tries to steal broken hearts and toys – it’s chaos!  Eventually Hugo finds a little friend that tours with him.  “Let’s start the Adventure!”  The robot starts working and Hugo learns how his Dad died and the first movie he saw.  Watch the movie to find out the mystery of his Dad.  
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