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Student Speak Newsletter
[image: image4.wmf][image: image5.wmf]February 2012 - Articles by Room 12 Students
	Kindness
By Keenan and Karan
     February’s goal was kindness.  It was also the theme of our song with Katherine Wheatley.  There were so many acts of kindness through the month.  We saw acts like people helping other people out and other great things!  At the assembly, Kindness was demonstrated by all kids of Westvale P.S. and we got to sing our song.  Kindness is a really strong goal.
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The Hockey Club
By Charlie, Brenna and Michael
     Ding!  Oh no, off the crossbar!  

[image: image7.wmf]     In the hockey club, we play at Moses Springer.  There are two different teams in the club – the Leafs and the Senators.  When everyone is dressed, we do a small drill called “The Swing Drill”.  First there is one line in each corner.  A player without a puck goes around the face off circle, gets a pass and then takes a shot.  After the swing drill, it’s time for hockey!  There are four lines of forwards and three lines of defence.  We all rotate position every third shift.  When there is a penalty, there is a penalty shot.  We have played 2 games so far and the Leafs have won both games – 6-5 and 4-3.  The first one was on February 8th.  The second game was on February 15th.  Our next game is March 7th.  All the students in the Hockey Club are having a great time!
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“Hercules” Movie Review
By Natalie and Grace
     This amazing movie is about a kid named Hercules who was a God but got turned 99% mortal.  Then he was raised by two farmer folks.  Since he was not fully mortal, he could not control his strength.  Because he was different, the other kids made fun of him.  The farm folks said he was adopted.  So he set off to find his real parents.  Watch the movie to find out how his story ends!
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Skating
By Mark and Armaan
     Room 15 and Room 12 went skating on February 2nd and February 27th at Albert McCormick Arena.  The bus rides there were fun and bumpy.  When we finally got there it was chaotic.  Finally the teachers told us where to go.  There were so many people – it took forever to get our skates on.  We skated for an hour.  Everybody had a good time, even though there were a few trips and falls.  At the end, surprisingly, everybody was in one piece!
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Basketball Intramurals!
By Nicole, Gabriel and Armaan
      The amazing basketball teams had a great finish!  Everyone had an amazing time, but only 1 team can win the championships.  The four teams that to the semi-finals were: Magic, Bulls, Suns and Cavs.  Indiana Basketball is a very challenging game, but these teams were successful! The two semi-final games were Magic vs. Bulls and Cavs vs. Suns.  Who do you think won the semi-finals?  The Bulls and the Cavs!  The score between the Bulls and Magic was close: 16 to 12.  In the Cavs and Suns games, the score was 11 to 8.  The championship was finally here!  The score was close – 9-8, but in the end the Cavs beat the Bulls.  As for the game everyone was waiting for – the teachers upset the Cavs and won – but every team had a successful season.
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“Big Miracle” Review
By Nicole and Arlinda
     “Whoa, look, 3 huge California Whales!”
     The movie “Big Miracle” is about 3 California Whales trapped under water with only one little hole that they can breathe through.  Some generous people get together to help the 3 poor whales.  There are a lot of problems along the way.  They even get a boat to smack through the ice!  They work all day and all night with tons of struggles.  Do you think they succeed in saving the whales?  Watch the movie to find out.
	
	Silver Birch
By Jessie, Katie and Megan
      In January and February, we have all been participating in the Silver Birch program.  There are three categories to read from: Express, Fiction and Non-Fiction.  In Express, books include: Uumajut, Canadian Railroad Trilogy and The Time Time Stopped.  In Fiction, books include: Ghost Messages, Better than Weird and Undergrounders.  In Non-Fiction, some of the books are Animals that Change the World, Fifty Poisonous Snakes and Highway of Heroes.  Mrs. Freeman’s favourite category is Fiction and one of her favourite books in that section is Glory Wind.  A favourite in Express is Gargoyle Overhead and a favourite in Non-Fiction so far is Don’t Touch that Toad.  Silver Birch is only for students in grades 3-6.  Once you’ve read 5 books in a category, you are allowed to vote for your favourite book in that category.  You can vote for more than one category if you have read 5 books from each category.  Silver Birch ROCKS!   

         Gymnastics
By Iman, Emma and Hanna
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          On the 21st of February, Room 12 started their first day of gymnastics in the gym.  To participate, we needed to have shorts, T-shirts or tank tops, long hair in a ponytail, no jewellery and either bare feet or running shoes.  Some of the things we are allowed to do are: go on the balance beam, balance ladder, and use mats for cartwheels and somersaults.  For the last few lessons, we have gone to gymnastics with the grade 1s from Room 1.  Overall, Room 12 thinks gymnastics is VERY FUN!
Hot Chocolate 
By Laura Beth and Ephraim
     Who doesn’t like a nice, warm hot chocolate with a few marshmallows on a cold winter’s day? We certainly do!  On February 16, 2012, Room 18 made hot chocolate for everyone at Westvale for only $1.00 and 25¢ for a marshmallow.  All the money went to charity too!  The students from Room 18 came to the primary classes first break and junior classes second break.  It was only powder mixed with water but still, it was so goooooooood!  It was the perfect treat for such a cold February day.
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Family Day
By David, Cassidy and Megan
     “School’s Out!” Michael yelled.  Everyone was so pumped to go somewhere instead of school!  Everyone did something different, like:  visiting Niagara Falls, watching movies, eating popcorn, skiing at Chicopee, bowling, visiting a museum or going to the Science Centre.  We think that the reason Family Day was invented was to spend quality time with your family.  We all had lots of fun together on Family Day.  Thank you for taking the time to read this article! 
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Valentine’s Day
By Arlinda, Gillian and Sarah
[image: image15.wmf]     On February 14th, Room 12 had a giant Valentine’s Day party.  A lot of people brought in Valentine cards.  They were so cool!  There were Sponge Bob cards, Cars cards, iCarly cards, animal cards, celebrity cards and more!  We watched the movie Dolphin Tale.  It showed an example of kindness – and that’s our February monthly goal!  We had so many delicious snacks and treats and Jessie P. got really hyper.  Then everyone opened their Valentine cards and they were so happy!  Everyone had lots and lots of candy.  We all had a wonderful Valentine’s Day!
Flea Market
By Sasha and Evi
     On Friday, February 10th, Room 17 had a flea market.  They wanted to raise money for a Romanian Orphanage.  They were selling backed goods, books and little toys.  Room 17 was also selling popcorn, stuffed animals and colourful balloons – big and small.  The flea market raised $645. It was great!
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Teacher’s Note

     Congratulations student writers on another great newsletter!  Writing for the newsletter continues to be on a voluntary basis, though students are encouraged to sign up and write an article at least once every other month.  Please remember that the newsletter is also available electronically on our website – http://arscott.weebly.com.  
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